Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

11-12-2013

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 89, No. 22
WKU Student Affairs

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons,
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 89, No. 22" (2013). WKU Archives Records. Paper 6380.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6380

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

SPORTS

LADY TOPPER BENCH IS KEY PAGE 10

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2013 • WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY • WKUHERALD.COM • VOLUME 89 NO. 22

593

fewer
female
students

fewer
male
students

-4.7

-.9

percent

153

fewer black students

-6.8 percent

850

329

more “Non-resident
Aliens,” or international
students

fewer white students

-5.1 percent

+42.
8
percent

438
fewer
full time
students

-3

percent

75

Class breakdown

331 139

percent

230

fewer
part time
students

Fewer
freshmen

Fewer
sophomores

94

11

Fewer
juniors

-3.
6
percent

More
seniors

Fall to fall enrollment drops for the first time in 16 years
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

W

hile most public universities in Kentucky
saw an increase in total enrollment this fall,
WKU is down 3.2 percent.
WKU’s enrollment for fall 2013 stands at 20,456,
down 668 from the 21,124 students last fall semester.
The enrollment gap translates to a $1.6 million
gap in the university’s budget.

Mark Reeves, executive vice president for the
Student Government Association, said the drop in
enrollment affects students both directly and indirectly.
“It affects students because it affects the revenue
of the university,” Reeves said. “And that affects how
the university can provide services to students.”
WKU and Eastern Kentucky University were the

only two public institutions in the state to report a
loss.
While some schools are feeling the blow, the University of Kentucky’s enrollment for this semester
reached a record high at 29,410, up 428 or .98 percent from 28,928 students last fall.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said WKU’s main focus is to retain

SEE ENROLLMENT PAGE 3

* INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE FALL 2013 ENROLLMENT REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH

Thompson
Complex North
Wing to be
torn down

RELAY FOR LIFE

37 teams, 330 participants and

$8,352.75 raised

BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Next semester, while other
buildings on campus will be filled
with classes, the North Wing of the
Thompson Complex will be empty.
Ben Johnson, assistant director
of Planning, Design and Construction, said the wing will be closed
permanently due to heating and
cooling system failures.
He said many of the pipes that
provide heating and cooling to the
building have deteriorated over the
years, which has led to several system failures.
Johnson said there are areas
of the building that do not have
heat, adding that classes have been
moved out of those areas.
“Our intention is to keep the
building open through fall semester, provided we don’t have any
more failures,” he said.
John Osborne, vice president
for Campus Services and Facilities,
SEE THOMPSON PAGE 3
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WKU BASKETBALL
THE TOPPERS OPENED
THE REGULAR SEASON
AT MIDNIGHT AT WICHITA
STATE. CHECK OUT OUR
COVERAGE ONLINE AT
WKUHERALD.COM

TUE 46°/25°
WED 45°/25°
THU 54°/34°
Bags bearing the names of cancer victims outline the field at Smith Stadium as WKU students
walk past during the Relay for Life Saturday. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

FRI 55°/43°

PAGE

2

NOVEMBER 12, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

NOVEMBER 12, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

PAGE

3

Former employees claim age discrimination
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU is engaged in another
lawsuit while a previously dismissed lawsuit is being appealed, both pertaining to
claims of age discrimination.
Terry Reagan, who served as
director of development for
WKYU, filed a suit against the
university on the basis of age
discrimination. Reagan was
terminated from his job on
Oct. 22, 2012 and had worked
at WKU for 23 years. Reagan,
who is above the age of 40,
claims he was fired because of
his age.
Reagan claims he has “suffered and will continue to suffer pain and suffering, extreme
and sever[e] mental anguish
and emotional distress” as a
result of WKU’s actions, according to court documents.
Reagan also asserts in the
lawsuit WKU engaged in other ‘discriminatory practices’
against him which are not yet

fully known.
Deborah Wilkins, general
counsel and chief of staff, said
Reagan can sue for age discrimination but will need to
elaborate on his other claims.
“At some point…he’ll have
to be specific as to what he’s
claiming, if it’s something other than age discrimination,”
Wilkins said.
Wilkins said WKU will start
taking depositions and Reagan
will then have the opportunity
to identify what he thinks is a
discriminatory action.
Wilkins said Reagan’s firing
was valid.
“We review all job terminations and job eliminations
very carefully,” Wilkins said.
“There’s no question this was
based on legitimate, non-discriminatory reasons.”
Reagan’s termination letter
states “a number of changes
are being made to organizational structure and personnel.
These changes are intended to
address efficiency and func-

ENROLLMENT

tionality...as well as continued
and anticipated financial pressures from the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting.
“The changes which are being immediately implemented
include your position — Development Director. Effective
October 22, 2012, your position is being eliminated.”
The suit was filed on Oct. 21
of this year. Reagan is seeking
awards for his past and future
loss of income, past and future
pain and suffering, punitive
damages, his attorney’s fees
and costs and any other relief
to which he might appear entitled.
Chris Davenport, Reagan’s
lawyer, said Reagan’s employment termination was unjustified.
“He had a long career, and
it came to a very unfortunate
ending,” Davenport said. “We
think unjustifiably so, in contrary to numerous employment laws.”
Another lawsuit, which was

dismissed in June of this year,
is being appealed.
Raymond Elms, a former
employee of the Department
of Information Systems, asserts that he was fired because
of his age and filed suit against
the university on the basis of
age discrimination.
Elms was fired from his job
in 2010. According to court
documents, Elms made approximately 39 hours worth
of long-distance phone calls
from his office phone over
the span of seven to eight
months.
Upon further review, Elms
made 29 hours worth of personal calls on his cell phone
during work hours. A thorough
search of Elms’ work computer
revealed he had been using his
work e-mail for personal communication, and pornographic images were saved onto his
computer.
WKU asserts Elms was relieved of his job on the basis of
improper phone usage, insub-

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Former director of admissions takes new position

students from fall to spring.
“We’re making every effort to improve fall to spring retention,” Mead said. “So we’ll monitor spring enrollment
and make decisions about any necessary funding reductions in the budget sometime around March or April.”
During a meeting of the university senate on Thursday, President Gary Ransdell presented information
regarding the total enrollment for WKU for fall 2013.
Ransdell said he had expected enrollment to be down
by 300 students this semester because of stricter admission standards.
“What we didn’t expect was to be down another 300
students,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said he was concerned with the enrollment
drop because of its negative implications on WKU’s budget.
Although many student groups were down, non-resident aliens or international students were up 42.8 percent.
Ransdell said the revenue generated from international student enrollment was needed to offset the reduction of revenue from instate enrollment.
“…Were it not for the international students, we’d really be sucking wind this year,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said there were many reasons why enrollment might be lower than expected, including the price
of tuition.
A comment from a faculty member brought up the
aspect that some students choose not to return to college because it is not financially feasible.
Ransdell said that is a possibility.
“We’re not overpriced, but we’re not inexpensive either,” Ransdell said.

The drop in enrollment is being found, Robbin Taycoincides with news of Scott lor, vice president for public
Gordon, former director of affairs, said.
admissions, being offered
Gordon was offered and
and accepting a new posi- accepted the position on
tion as special asNov. 8. He began
sistant to the Dean
working in the posiwithin the Office of
tion Monday and will
the Graduate School.
hold it until June 30 of
As director of adnext year.
missions,
Gordon
Gordon’s pay will
was responsible for
stay at $86,724 until
“planning and conthe end of this year,
ducting the student
after which he will be
Gordon,
recruitment program
paid $52,008.
Former
for Western Kentucky director of
According to GorUniversity,” according admissions don’s personnel file,
to his personnel file.
Gordon received perNow as special assistant to fect scores on his annual
the dean, Carl Fox, Gordon performance
appraisals
will be responsible for im- from his supervisors for the
proving the process of grad- last three years.
uate admissions and other
A comment from one of
initiatives related to gradu- Gordon’s supervisors in his
ate student enrollment.
2012 performance appraisal
Gordon was replaced by stated, “He gives great atDale Brown, director for col- tention to detail and puts
lege and school relations, recruiting efforts at the highand Sharon Hunter, coor- est level of priority.”
dinator for developmental
Gordon could not be
education, who are now co- reached for comment as of
directors of admissions in Monday afternoon.
the interim as a replacement
- Trey Crumbie

THOMPSON

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

said he doesn’t know if the
heating in North Wing will last
until the end of the building’s
final semester.
“If it doesn’t, then we will
make adjustments, but in
the meantime, we are making arrangements to relocate
everything in the building,”
he said.
Johnson said the building
has been slated for demolition
for eight years.
He said the decision to
mark the building for demolition was made because “we

knew the mechanical systems
were in pretty poor shape and
it wasn’t cost-effective to rehabilitate them.”
“That piping throughout
the building has deteriorated
to the point that repairing it is
just simply not feasible,” Johnson said.
He said there was a “significant failure” in the systems
over the summer and another
one when the system was
switched from cooling to heating, adding that this second
failure “really reinforced their
concerns.”
Osborne said the North
Wing will be demolished as
part of a project to renovate
the Thompson Complex if

WKU can secure funding for
the project from the Commonwealth.
He said the project would
also involve tearing down the
planetarium and constructing
a new building.
Osborne said the new
building will consist of a new
planetarium and “additional
instructional space.”
He said classes in North
Wing have been relocated to
other buildings over time, adding that the construction of
Snell Hall and the Engineering
and Biological Sciences Building, as well as renovations
made to College High Hall,
have lessened the Ogden College’s dependence on North

Wing.
“All of that was…renovated
and constructed in the last few
years, which has resulted in us
being able to reduce the importance and use of the North
Wing,” Osborne said.
“We felt they needed to do
that because at any given time,
they could lose heat for the
building and we didn’t want
to be in the position where we
were in the middle of January
and the temperatures were
hovering in the teens or single
digits and we lose heat for the
building and we’re in a crisis
mode.”
During a University Senate
meeting last Thursday, President Gary Ransdell said reno-

ordination and the presence
of pornography on his work
computer.
The case was dismissed on
order of summary judgment.
According to court documents, Elms said after his termination, his workload was
spread out among younger
employees, but offered no direct evidence.
Wilkins said the judge dismissed the case based on
Elms’ lack of evidence.
“You don’t go to trial on
something you think, or a feeling,” Wilkins said. “You have to
offer some proof of it, and he
just didn’t have any evidence.”
Elms appealed the dismissal
last month.
Matthew Baker, Elms’ lawyer,
said he is he hopeful the appeal will be upheld.
“We believe that he put
significant or substantial
evidence into the record to
support all of the allegations
within his compliant,” Baker
said.

Crime reports

Arrest
• Police arrested Bowling Green
senior Anton Stewart for first
offense alcohol intoxication in
a public place at level four of
Parking Structure 1 on Nov. 9.
Reports
• Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff
and general counsel, reported
a student made menacing gestures/comments toward another student in 442 Grise Hall
on Nov. 8.
• Mayfield junior Marie
Anaaleshi Brindle, Northeast
Hall, reported her back right
tire was slashed on level six of
Parking Structure 1 on Nov. 8.
The estimated cost of the damage is $45.
For more crime reports, go to

WKUHERALD.com

Correction

Due to Herald error, Edmonson County was referred
to as Edmundson County in a
story in Thursday’s paper. The
Herald regrets the error.

vation has been a priority for a
long time.
He said the building can’t be
renovated without state funds,
but the project has been deferred.
“The state has not funded
capital projects since 2006,”
Ransdell said, “and until the
state gets back in the capital
project business, which it’s
got to do at some point, we’re
unable to address that problem.”
Johnson said North Wing
was state of the art when it
was built in 1960 but has since
been outdated.
“We tried to keep it operational and open as long as we
could,” he said.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@ComiConJon
Guys walk around campus
with puppies trying to get
girls. Where they get these
puppies at? 1800 rentapuppie.
#girls #wku
— Sent 12:30 PM/10 Nov 13
@Crazyivan23
Just not possible for me to
achieve a football weekend
trifecta I suppose (#titans
#vandy and #wku all winning)
— Sent 3:03 PM/10 Nov 13

Affordable Care Act gives Kentucky
a future, affordable or not
THE ISSUE: No single issue affected the
political landscape of the 2012 United
States presidential election more than
the Affordable Care Act. Since President Barack Obama’s election, a government shutdown over the issue, the
ACA website collapse and significant
public scrutiny have plagued the act’s
implementation.
OUR STANCE: Regardless of whether
this act is good for the U.S. as a whole, it
is undeniable that the state of Kentucky
needed something to be done about its
640,000 uninsured people. The ACA is
that necessary reform, and specifically,
early results of the reform on the whole
are positive in the state.

O

n Sept. 26, Kentucky Governor
Steve Beshear wrote an op-ed to
the New York Times entitled “My State
Needs Obamacare. Now.”
Practically begging ACA opposition
to relinquish its fight, a gravely concerned Beshear wrote, “Get out of the
way so I can help my people. Here in
Kentucky, we cannot afford to waste
another day or another life.”
As we’ve recently seen, his plea has
fallen largely on deaf ears, but in the
wake of the new implementation of the

ACA after the government shutdown,
the Herald has just one question.
Do we need "Obamacare?"
Well, yes and no.
Beshear points out in the article
that Kentucky ranks specifically
“among the worst, if not the worst, in
almost every major health category,
including smoking, cancer deaths,
preventable hospitalizations, premature death, heart disease and diabetes.”
According to a report issued by the
United Health Foundation in 2013,
Beshear wasn’t exaggerating. The report, called “America’s Health Rankings,” ranked Kentucky 44th overall and
in the bottom 10 of every major health
category.
And with more than 640,000 uninsured Kentuckians, the current governor was right about one thing. We
needed change.
There could be some drawbacks
though. On Nov. 5, the New York Times
issued an article entitled “In Kentucky,
a Glimpse of Health Insurance Help.”
In the article, Kentucky’s state-run
system, KyNect, was praised for being
the bright spot of the new ACA, insuring 1,000 Kentuckians every day since
its inception. This is mostly occurring

through agents, created by the system,
that counsel currently uninsured Kentuckians on what insurance plan could
benefit them.
The drawback, the New York Times
reported, is that 80 percent of these
people are signing up for MediCare,
not the government-run insurance
option. If too many Kentuckians qualify, the state will be forced to pick up
the tab of the extra expenses.
But at the very least, the ACA is
connecting uneducated and impoverished people with agents that can
help them find the help they need to
get back on their feet and contribute
to society.
Kentucky needed some sort of
change, and the ACA provides it.
Regardless of whether you see this as
a long-term solution for health care reform in the U.S., another 1,000 people
benefit from the ACA each day in Kentucky.
These people are now insured who,
without this act, would still be rolling
the dice every day on possible crippling
health care debt and job loss. And that
is definitely a good thing.
This editorial represents the majority of the Herald's 9-member editorial board.

@macintoshdaddy
I love my truck, but parking
it on campus is a nightmare.
#wku
— Sent 8:05 PM/10 Nov 13
@joshuagnewman
#WKU football beating Navy
AND Army in the same season
would’ve been unthought of
3 years ago. Crazy how things
have changed.
— Sent 2:19 PM/9 Nov 13
@ShaneWKURivals
I think if you told #WKU fans
who suffered 26 straight
losses that Tops would turn it
to quick success they would
have been happier bunch.
— Sent 2:24 PM/9 Nov 13
@RyleJake
My #WKU Hilltoppers have defeated Army & Navy this year.
They’re bowl eligible for a 3rd
straight season after losing 26
straight 3 yrs ago.
— Sent 3:52 PM/ 9 Nov 13
@TylerCobaugh
When ur dormmates walk into
the lobby wearing a toga robe
u know ur in college! #WKU
#togaparty
— Sent 11:11 PM/9 Nov 13
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CONTACT US
Advertising:
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Bowling Green, KY
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS

Get social with the

1 Some legal cases
9 Its results commonly fall
between 70 and 130

College Heights Herald

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

15 Take inventory?
16 Shade
17 Nurturing
18 Shilling spender

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

19 O or A, e.g.
20 Bottom topper
22 Old-school lament
23 Discharged British soldier
25 Electronic music genre
27 Cologne article

@WKUHerald

29 Sign of summer
30 Roxy Music alum
33 Sirius B, for one
38 Food safety aid
39 They included Chopin's

CLASSIFIEDS

"Prelude in E Minor," in a film
title
40 Princeton Review subj.

Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards

41 MIT Sloan degree

advertising@wkuherald.com

42 Wheels
43 Took in
46 Staircase support

FOR RENT
1503 Nutwood Street
Newly remodeled 2 BR 1 Bath home.
Detached garage. Large backyard.
$750/month. Call (270) 393-1050.

Grande Haven Villas Newly constructed one and two bedroom
luxury apts. Great location off Campbell Lane
on Industrial Dr.
Spacious floorplans. Close to WKU
Shuttle.
Ask about our move-in Specials!
Crye-Leike Property Management:
(270) 781-7888

Place a classiﬁed
ad in the Herald

50 Arabic for "struggle"

6 "Cotton Candy" musician

30 Major finale?

51 Novelist Turgenev

53 Salts

7 Key for some clarinets

31 Highland rejections

52 White House chief of staff

55 "The Diana Chronicles"

8 Panache

32 Bruin great

after Haldeman

author Brown

9 Newspaper supply

33 Small dam

54 Humane org.

56 Fulfills a need

10 Nickname for Leona

34 Eat

57 Yearbook sect.

58 They get high on occasion

Helmsley

35 Make potable, as seawater

59 Criticize

60 More futile

11 Sierra follower, in the NATO

36 Like some humor

61 Ring

alphabet

37 Cabinet part

62 Makes hot

12 Singer born Eithne Patricia

38 Plant activity: Abbr.

63 2012, e.g.

Ní Bhraonáin

43 Bates College locale

DOWN

13 Whole lot

44 Oil holder

1 Equally hot

14 Place for an adder?

45 Go (on) dully

2 Oarlock pin

21 Wood shop device

47 Recoil

3 Tribal emblem

24 Author of the children's

48 Name on a WWII flier

4 Venus counterpart

book "The Saga of Baby Divine"

49 Surgery tool

5 Indians' home, on

26 Valiant

50 Language of software

scoreboards

28 Therapy goals

engineers

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES

LINE CLASSIFIEDS
start at $6 per issue

DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
start at $7.25 per issue

SCORPIO (Oct. 23Nov. 21) --Your artistic
side itches to get out and
express. You have a lot
to say, so sit with it and
articulate. You'll get farther than expected when
you play for the fun of
it. Learn from another's
financial mistakes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) -- Your wit
and intellect are honed
and sharp. Use them to
your advantage. Pay
attention to what's really
being said, and avoid an
argument. Learn from a
wise friend. Choose the
item that will last the
longest.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- Your talent impresses others, but
watch out for jealousies.
Passions can get intense.
Friends offer good advice and help you find a
truth. You can afford to
save. You already have
what you need. Share
delicious food and appreciation.

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- Curtail
impulsive spending.
Focus on making new
income and preparing
invoices instead. New information points out the
weakness of the competition. Learn from their
mistakes. Provide solid
value at a good price.
Promote the value.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- You're
on fire and you know it.
The hurdles in the way
are small for you. Keep
your temper anyway.
Use it to get into action.
Accept coaching from
your partner. Inhale
deeply as you exercise.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) --Don't let
technological breakdowns keep you from
pursuit of a dream.
You can figure out a
way around them. Slow
down and you notice the
details. Let others worry
about the big picture.
Lay low. Celebrate the
small successes.

TAURUS (April 20May 20) -- Take advantage of the developing
situation. Friends are
there for you, and they
help you soar. Return
the favor. Your education and experience pay
off. Don't get so excited
that you miss important steps. Haste makes
waste.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) --You can
handle more than usual
as you gain new responsibilities. Don't throw
your money around just
because you have it or
because there's more
work coming in. Have
a private dinner with a
friend. Share valuable
information.

CANCER (June 21July 22) -- Recognize the
value of the past and
lessons taught. Don't
fear the future and lessons ahead. Bring some
pebbles into the forest to
find your way back ... if
you're so inclined as to
return.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) --You find satisfaction in staying busy now.
The money is there. Figure an honest approach
to provide well for family. Infuse it with your
arts. Share something
you've been withholding.
A beneficial development knocks.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22) -- Your efforts
and dedication are
appreciated. Sure, there
may be some bumps
along the way and you
may think you can do
better, but it's best to focus on accomplishments.
They took something.
Reinforce partnership.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22) -- Discuss money
now; you have a better
chance of making more.
It requires dedication
and motivation. Moving
furniture around or renovating the house could
be tempting, but it's best
to chop wood and carry
water now. Get your
chores done first.

Email advertising@wkuherald.com
for more information.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
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SWEET CHARIOT
PHOTOS BY IAN MAULE

Greeks and non-Greeks

alike raced for the gold on
wingless “chariots” during

the Red Bull Chariot Race

Thursday outside Smith Sta-

dium. Seven teams of three

used a non-motorized char-

iot to pull one of their team

members through a track.

Team

“Anti-Dick”

spent

around 30 hours finding and

building their chariot from

an old shower seat, crutches,

training wheels, bike wheels

and a pillow for comfort.

They were eliminated first.
Get the full story at

WKUHERALD.com

Austin, Texas junior John Reynolds looks at his teammates, Tamarac, Fla., junior Jamaque Newberry and Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
senior Spencer Orlowski, while they test their chariot with its new wheels before the Red Bull Chariot race. The chariot had
complications with new wheels due to previously bent brackets.

Austin, Texas junior John Reynolds buckles his helmet before the Red Bull Chariot Fort Lauderdale, Fla., senior Spencer Orlowski and Tamarac, Fla., junior Jamaque
race Thursday in Smith Stadium. "I wouldn't be riding this thing without one," Newberry drag their teammate, Austin, Texas junior John Reynolds, during team
Reynolds said.
"Anti-Dick's" first race. The competition was a double-elimination, round-robin
tournament in which teams raced each other until one team remained.
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Use Your BIG RED DOLLARS
to Enjoy STUDENT SPECIALS
for DINE-IN or DELIVERY!
ASK OUR TEAM FOR DETAILS

PROUD NEW FIERY
TO SUPPORT

WKU

DORITOS LOCOS TACOS
MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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Ransdell seeks new funding model for public universities
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

If President Gary Ransdell
has his way, state funding for
Kentucky public universities
will be more based on “degree
productivity,” or the number of
students who make it through
WKU with a diploma in their
hands.
Ransdell held a question
and answer session on funding during a meeting of the
University Senate on Thursday afternoon. During the
meeting, Ransdell presented
documents regarding the
2014-2016 Biennial Budget
recommendation, a proposed
budget from the Kentucky
Council on Postsecondary Education and all the presidents
of the public universities of
Kentucky to get more funding
from the state.
The documents showed
that WKU has the third highest budget of all the eight

public universities in Kentucky in the budget recommendation. WKU also
contains the third largest
number of students and produces the third most graduates out of all eight public
universities in Kentucky.
However, the amount of
money from the state given
to WKU on a per student
basis ranks seventh to Kentucky’s eight public universities, according to CPE documents.
“I’ve reached the point
where I can no longer support
a higher ed. funding model
that continues to widen the
chasm between WKU and the
others in funding per student,”
Ransdell said.
Because of the decline of
funding per student from the
state, tuition has been raised
to cover the gap.
Ransdell said before the
budget recommendation is
sent to the state, it must be

signed by all the university
presidents in a consensus
agreement. However, he
wasn’t originally going to
sign.
“We’re beginning to get to
a point where the higher ed.
funding model is not good for
WKU,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell said he will sign
the consensus agreement for
the current model on the caveat that the CPE passes a resolution to create new funding
model.
He doesn’t have an exact idea of what the model
will look like, but it will be
based on institutional performance.
The issue of athletics
spending also came up at the
meeting.
Dick Taylor, an assistant
professor in the school of
journalism and broadcasting,
asked Ransdell if money spent
on the football coach could be
used towards education.

President Gary Ransdell

I’ve reached the point where I can no longer
support a higher ed. funding model that continues to widen the chasm between WKU and the
others in funding per student.”
“In my three years, I’ve
watched just the football
coach...go from 250,000 a year
to 450,000 a year to 850,000
dollars a year,” Taylor said. “I
really wondered if the money
could be better spent in what
our core is which is educating
students to get jobs.”
Ransdell said he would not
take money from one department and put it into another
as it would cause problems
within the budget.
“I challenge the athletic
department, like every other
department on campus, [to]
generate your resources [and]
balance your budget,” Rans-

dell said.
Ransdell said the athletic
department has generated
their own revenue, and when
the university takes away revenue from a department to
fund other departments, it
loses its incentive to generate
more money.
Ransdell also discussed the
closing of Thompson Complex
North Wing, employee compensation and benefits and
changes to the Glasgow campus.
“We’re studying options in
Glasgow and we want to support the campus every way we
can,” Ransdell said.

WKU alumna stars in North American tour of ‘We Will Rock You’
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
When most people think of
Queen songs such as “Bohemian Rhapsody” and “We Are
The Champions,” they probably just think of songs that
are fun to rock out to with
friends.
But to one WKU theatre
alumna, these songs mean
something different — she
is spending months on tour
performing these hits, along
with many other Queen favorites.
Ruby Lewis, 2007 WKU
graduate from Shelbyville,
plays the role of Scaramouche in “We Will Rock
You,” an award-winning “rock
theatrical” built around 24 of
Queen’s biggest hits. The musical will rock the Tennessee
Performing Arts Center’s Andrew Jackson Hall from Nov.
12-17.
“Scaramouche is the female
protagonist,” Lewis said. “She
and Galileo have just graduated high school and find themselves free-thinkers in this
futuristic society where being
an individual is essentially illegal.”
Lewis said Scaramouche
and Galileo meet a group of
people called Bohemians
who live in an underground

world within a Hard Rock
Café. Inside the café, there
are rock and roll artifacts that
prove there was a time when
people created their own music.
“We go on a quest to bring
back rock and roll,” Lewis said.
Lewis said this is her first
lead on a tour.
“It requires taking on more
responsibility, but I’m definitely ready,” Lewis said.
Lewis said she’s worked
very closely with Ben Elton, a
celebrated British comedian
and writer who created “We
Will Rock You,” along with
Brian May and Roger Taylor
from Queen, who are musical supervisors to the show.
Lewis also got to meet and
take pictures with Robert De
Niro, who is a co-producer of
the musical.
“The tour has been very
star-studded, and it’s very exciting,” Lewis said.
Scott Stroot, a WKU professor of theatre and dance,
worked with Lewis during
her time at WKU when he
was a teacher and director
and even shared the stage
with her.
“None of her success is a
surprise,” Stroot said. “She’s
a true triple threat —she can
sing, act, and she’s a good
dancer. She’s drop-dead gor-

geous, too, and that doesn’t
hurt.”
Stroot said Lewis was always a hard worker and took
her work seriously.
“It was clear that she was
pretty special, and if she
wanted to do this for a living,
she probably could,” Stroot
said.
Stroot said he can recall
the first time he heard Lewis
sing.
“I heard this amazing voice
onstage, and I had no idea who
it was,” Stroot said. “I tracked it
down, and sure enough, it was
Ruby.”
Stroot said despite Lewis’
small frame, she produced an
immense, beautiful voice.
“That was the moment
when I and other professors went, ‘Whoa, okay,’”
Stroot said. “We had never
heard her, so we didn’t know
what she was capable of. She
showed her true colors from
then on in one big role after
another.”
Stroot said Lewis was an absolute dream to work with.
“Her work ethic and sense
of professional decorum really made her a pleasant person to be around, which is not
always the case with the very
talented,” Stroot said. “In Ruby’s case, that beginner’s mind
and humility was just another

Shelbyville alumna Ruby Lewis and Brian Justin Crum in the
national tour of "We Will Rock You." PHOTO COURTESY OF RUBY LEWIS.
thing that makes her really
special.”
Lewis said the advice she
would give WKU students now
is different than it would have
been a couple years ago.
“Your main focus should be
on being a really good person,
making a lot of connections
and also being an interesting
person,” Lewis said. “Not just
focusing on audition material
or stapling headshots to your
resume, but instead traveling,
escaping to somewhere weird
for a weekend, working on a
hobby.”

Lewis said the way to get
hired is to make people see
something in you that’s unique
and interesting.
“Make them see that
you’re hungry for life,” Lewis
said. “That’s what keeps an
actor working.”

IF YOU GO
What: “We Will Rock You”
Where: Tennessee Performing
Arts Center

When: Nov. 12-17
Cost: $25-$70

Chinese translation of wku.edu extends ‘international reach’
BY KATHERINE SPROLES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU has taken a new step in extending their “International Reach”
with the addition of a Chinese translation of the wku.edu homepage and

an Arabic translation on the way.
When students go to the WKU
homepage, they can expect to see Chinese symbols above the search option
in the upper right hand corner of the
webpage.
When clicked on, students are di-

rected to a Chinese version of the WKU
homepage.
Corie Martin, manager of the
translation project and manager of
creative web services for the division
of public affairs, said the Arabic page
is expected to be up in the next few
months.
“The Arabic site is under construction as we speak,” Martin said.
“We test the sites for clarity many
times before they go live. We want to
make sure they make sense and look
appropriate for their intended audiences.”
Chinese and Arabic were chosen
as the first two language translations
because they are spoken by the majority of international students at
WKU, Martin said.
“Much of our international recruitment takes place in China and in
the Middle East respectively, so these
two languages made sense as a starting point for translated pages within
our site,” Martin said.
The Chinese page was translated
with help from the modern languages department and with additional
support from the Confucius Institute.
Wu Yanjun, a professor at the Confucius Institute, said he was asked
to help with the translation because

“the core mission of WKU CI is to promote Chinese language and culture,
which aligns directly with WKU’s mission of becoming ‘A leading American
university with international reach.’”
The Chinese page features photographs highlighting WKU’s partnership
with China instead of the normal photographs on the main website. Yanjun
said the Chinese webpage is promoting
the Chinese language and culture to fit
local communities’ needs.
The pages were created in partnership with international admissions to
provide prospective students and families with basic information about WKU
in their native languages and help with
the recruiting process.
Raza Tiwana, chief international
officer for international enrollment
management, said there are plans
to provide this type of information
in multiple languages in the coming
months.
Martin said the response to the Chinese landing page has been positive so
far and future translations are certainly
possible.
“We are excited that we have been
able to extend our ‘international reach’
using the resources we have here on
campus to assist future Hilltoppers
worldwide,” Martin said.
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Toppers bring new-found momentum to bye week
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Coach Bobby Petrino
caught me off guard at
his press conference
Monday when he said
WKU’s bye week falling
on this weekend was
coming at a good time.
The Toppers are coming off two of their better
AULBACH
wins of the season, a 44Sports
28 win at Georgia State
editor
and a last-minute 21-17
win at Army over the weekend. I would
have thought they would want to keep
riding this momentum they’ve picked
up in the past few weeks.

FOOTBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
and day. He struggled through the first
half, completing 5-of-11 passes, before
a near-perfect second half allowed him
to finish the game 16-of-24 passing for
199 yards with two touchdowns and
one interception.
On the final drive, Doughty was 5-of-

Saturday’s game over the Black
Knights sticks out on WKU’s schedule.
It was the sixth win of WKU’s season,
first of all, giving the Toppers bowl eligibility with two games remaining.
Junior quarterback Brandon Doughty
was efficient in the pocket, throwing for
199 yards, two touchdowns and a pick,
but for the first time he also looked
elusive out of it, picking up 26 rushing
yards on seven attempts. The Topper
defense was effective against Army’s
top-ranked rushing attack, giving up
only a few long runs on the afternoon,
and looked better as the game went on.
The Army win also stands out, though,
because of the way WKU captured it.
The Toppers really haven’t had to

come back in any of their other wins
this season — they trailed at points
against Navy early, but Saturday presented a race of real adversity when
WKU faced a 10-0 deficit at West Point
midway through the third quarter.
WKU has been more prone to giving
wins away late in the game this season,
with blown leads against LouisianaLafayette, South Alabama and Troy still
hurting the team looking for its second
FBS bowl berth.
When senior running back Antonio
Andrews, who was once recruited by
Army, crossed the goal line with 32 seconds to go and gave WKU its first lead
against the Black Knights, he didn’t just
save the game, he saved WKU’s bowl

hopes. The Toppers are still going to
need more wins to earn a berth, but
Saturday was a can’t-lose game for a
team looking to make up for a few Sun
Belt losses.
It might take two wins to get a bowl
berth, but for the time being, Petrino
said he’s more worried about getting
one win — the next one.
“We want to get better in practice this
week and then find a way to beat Texas
State,” Petrino said. “That’s all you try to
do, is you play one game at a time.”
With two weeks to kill before next
weekend’s game against Texas State,
the Toppers will have to hope some of
the energy they created in West Point
can carry over to practice.

6 passing for 73 yards, and Petrino said
he couldn’t have asked for more.
“The two-minute execution was
something he did very well,” Petrino
said. “He was on top of it. He was focused on what coverages they were in,
where the ball should go. The timing
was really good. It was just one of those
drives where he pretty much did everything right.”
Doughty’s ability to scramble in the
past few games has added to his con-

fidence as a quarterback — he had 26
yards on the ground against the Black
Knights.
“I kind of modified my game a bit,”
Doughty said. “Some things weren’t
working for me and I just modified
what I was going to do and said to myself if it’s not there, I’m not going to
force the ball and if not, I’m going to
take it down and run it.
“I can see that energy when we watch
the highlight tape of me running, and

it clicked to me, and I said, ‘I have to do
this.’”
Doughty’s job has been in jeopardy
on multiple occasions, starting all but
two games for the Toppers, but Petrino
said he knows his quarterback has thick
skin and is prepared to ride the season
out with Doughty.
“He’s done a nice job for us,” Petrino
said. “He’s a big reason why we have six
wins.”

WKUHERALD.com

NOVEMBER 12, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

VOLLEYBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

things on our side of the net tonight,”
coach Travis Hudson said. “Lafayette
plays really well in their own building.
Getting off to a good start was big because Lafayette is a team that feeds off
emotion and energy, and they never really got that going tonight.”
Two days later, the Lady Toppers found
themselves in a skirmish against UALR,
the team standing in their shadows in
Sun Belt standings. In the first set alone,
there were 10 tie scores and five lead
changes. WKU prevailed as the Lady
Toppers built momentum throughout
the game to complete the sweep.
“It’s really comforting to know that
our mental game is strong going in (to
the tournament),” senior setter Melanie Stutsman said. “It’s good to know
we’re mentally tougher now and that
we can weather that storm and keep
playing our game.”
WKU will face its next opponent,
Georgia State, Wednesday at 6 p.m. at
Diddle Arena.
The Lady Toppers swept Georgia

Melanie Stutsman, senior setter

It's good to know
we’re mentally tougher
now and that we can
weather that storm
and keep playing our
game.”

State (9-20, 4-11 SBC) in the teams'
last meeting. Sophomores Noelle Langenkamp and Haley Bodway led the
team against Georgia State on Oct. 3,
combining for 27 kills. Langenkamp
finished the match with a hitting percentage of .789, which ranks fifth on
the all-time list for hitting percentage
in a single game for WKU.
Stutsman had 39 assists over the
course of the three sets as the Lady Toppers hit .421, .371, and .500 for sets one,
two and three respectively.
Georgia State, on the other hand, only
hit over .200 in one set and actually had
a negative hitting percentage in the
third set at -.034.
“We prepare for them the same
we’ve prepared for everyone else,” senior outside hitter Paige Wessel said.
“Just because we’re termed ‘better
than them,’ it doesn’t mean we prepare any different than we do for any
other team.”
The Lady Panthers suffered a
10-match losing streak earlier this season. Eight of those were in the Sun Belt
Conference. After that, the team won
four straight — their only four wins in
the conference. The team is back on a
three-game losing streak.
“They’re a team that’s playing really
well — the best they’ve played all year,”
Hudson said. “They’ve made a run at
that final spot in the conference tournament. They’re just a really young, super-athletic team. As young teams do,
they’ve gotten better and better as the
year has gone on.”
The Lady Toppers will conclude the
regular season this weekend with two
home matches. The Sun Belt Conference Tournament will begin Nov. 21 in
Troy, Ala.

BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

throughout the first half. McGee led
all scorers at the break with 12 points
in 14 minutes, and the Lady Toppers trailed APSU by just two despite
shooting 26 percent from the field.
McGee said her coaches and teammates needed her to energize the team
on both ends of the court in the first half.
“The coaches and some of the players like Alexis and Chastity just told
me that they were going to need the
spark,” McGee said. “…That’s kind of
what I tried to focus on. Just give the
spark that they needed.”
She might be coming off the bench,
but McGee is an important part of the
Lady Topper offense. She averaged 12.5
points per game for WKU after joining
the team in December last year.
The Lady Toppers went on to outlast
APSU Saturday 78-75 despite a hot
start to the second half for the Lady
Govs. McGee finished with 21 points
in 30 minutes of play while Govan
finished with 13 points after a scoreless first half and Gooch recorded
15 points and 15 rebounds, eight of
which came in the second half.
Other reserves played important
roles as well. Junior guard Chanell
Lockhart came off the bench to score
five points and pulled in three rebounds, while freshman Bria Gaines
and junior guard Jasmine Crawford

SOCCER

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Freshman forward Iris Dunn was
in top form for the entire tournament. The freshman was good for two
game winners over the weekend, one
against Arkansas-Little Rock and the
other against Texas State. It was the
first time any WKU player has accomplished this feat.
The Lady Topper’s closest chance of
equalizing came in the 84th minute,
when senior forward Andrea Curry
sent a ball deep into the middle of the
box. Dunn rose above the crowd and
put a clean header on the ball, but it
rolled just right of the goal post.
Coach Jason Neidell said the close
wins were par for the course for his
low-scoring, defensive-minded squad.
“We don’t score very much, so we’re
destined to win by one or two goals,”
Neidell said. “But the mentality has
gotten stronger each and every game,
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Alexis Govan, junior guard

Coach has been
pounding into us to
come in focused every
day for a full practice...I
think today we realized
that we have to change
our mentality.”

combined for four points and seven
rebounds in their first action for WKU.
Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said
she was happy with the Lady Topper
bench players, who finished with 30
of the team’s 78 points and 18 total rebounds.
“Our bench showed up,” Heard said.
“Bianca McGee was huge when she
came off the bench. Everybody that
came in, I believe, gave us some crucial minutes…that’s what a team’s all
about.”
Govan, who played 22 minutes in
the second half after just four in the
first, said that the narrow win sent the
team an early-season message.
“I think it just definitely showed us
that we have to come in prepared,”
Govan said. “Coach has been pounding into us to come in focused every
day for a full practice…I think today
we realized that we have to change our
mentality.”

and it showed in the tournament.”
The Lady Toppers outshot South Alabama 16-14 on the day, including an
11-5 advantage in the second half. Senior
goalkeeper Nora Abolins and the backline were solid after the early goal, only
surrendering four more shots on goal in
the first half and two in the second.
Dunn, Abolins, senior midfielder
Chrissy Tchoula and sophomore defender Alanna Clancey gained All-Sun
Belt Conference Tournament honors
at the conclusion of the game, tying
a program record for the most selections in a single season.
Despite the late loss, the Lady Toppers ended their season clenching a
Sun Belt Conference regular season
title and a program record seven players on the All-Sun Belt team.
Tinius said he was pleased with
WKU’s efforts.
“Overall, it was a good showing,” Tinius said. “You want to be playing your
best soccer at the end of the season.”
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Soccer team falls short of NCAA Tournament berth
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Topper soccer team fell one
game short of reaching the NCAA Tournament for the first time in program
history over the weekend.
WKU won the first two Sun Belt
Conference Tournament games, but
couldn’t recover from a 20th minute
goal Sunday afternoon in the Sun Belt

FOOTBALL

Toppers come
through on final
drive vs. Army
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The story of WKU’s football season has been a tale of two halves.
For most of the year, the team has
been strong in the first half, but the
final 30 minutes haven't been the
same.
Saturday against Army, though,
the Toppers flipped the script.
After a scoreless first half, WKU
was on its own 13-yard line with just
over four minutes left to play in the
game. The Toppers were 87 yards
away from winning the game and
87 yards away from bowl eligibility.
“You could see it in those guys’
eyes on the field that we were going
to win this game,” junior quarterback Brandon Doughty said. “We
just had that feel in the huddle with
how things were clicking. Coach’s
play calling in that last drive was
simply unbelievable and the guys
were just wide open, which makes
it easy for you as a quarterback.”
That final drive ended with senior
running back Antonio Andrews —
who was recruited by Army while
a senior at Fort Campbell High
School — punching the ball into
the end zone with 32 seconds left
for the game-winning touchdown.
The Toppers’ drive reflected most
of the second half for the entire
team — execution and focus is what
got WKU out of a first-half funk that
coach Bobby Petrino called “frustrating”.
“It was frustrating, there was no
question about it, when you don’t
feel like you’re operating the things
you did in practice,” Petrino said.
“That was the one thing I told them
at halftime. We have to go out there
and do the things we practice and
execute the game plan we did in
practice.
“But I did like the fact we had guys
step up. I thought we had leadership show up and guys were really
committed to go out in the second
half and play hard and find ways to
win.”
Much of the success of an offense falls on the quarterback, and
Petrino said the nature of the quarterback role brings more credit and
criticism than one deserves. But
Doughty’s recent performances
have proven him to be the quarterback Petrino wants in his offense.
The first and second half comparisons for Doughty were like night
SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 8

Conference Tournament Championship as the Lady Toppers fell 1-0 to
South Alabama.
It was the final game for a WKU senior
class that picked up 58 total wins and
went to two Sun Belt Conference Tournament title games.
South Alabama was able to secure the
league’s only NCAA Tournament bid
from WKU (10-6-5), thanks in part to
the fact that the Lady Jaguars had more

momentum coming into the title game,
associate coach Chris Tinius said.
“When you have two teams that have
played three games in five days, I think
momentum comes into play a lot and
I think (USA) grabbed some early momentum,” Tinius said.
South Alabama’s Morgan Moats, the
2013 Sun Belt Conference Offensive
Player of the Year, scored the deciding
goal early in the first half, her 16th score

of the season.
Tinius said despite the outcome, he
was pleased with the way his team performed.
“When you look at the score of the
game, it’s hard not to get caught up in
it,” Tinius said. “But I think if you look at
the big picture, we put together some of
the best soccer we’ve played all season
this tournament.”
SEE SOCCER PAGE 9

SPARK
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WKU senior guard Bianca McGee (22) drives down court as Austin Peay State guard April Rivers (3) tries to defend during WKU’s
78-75 victory over Austin Peay Saturday at Diddle Arena. MIKE CLARK/HERALD

Role players a bright spot for Lady Toppers early
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers notched their first
victory of the season against Austin
Peay State on Saturday, but the win
didn’t come easy — WKU needed help

from its reserves.
The Lady Topper starting five was a
combined 1-of-11 from the field in the
first 10 minutes and 4-of-18 in the first
half. On top of that, junior guard Alexis
Govan, who has been named the Sun
Belt Conference Preseason Player of

the Year, picked up two early fouls and
played just four minutes in the entire
first half.
Nevertheless, the Lady Topper
bench, behind the strong play of senior
guard Bianca McGee, held their own
SEE BASKETBALL PAGE 9

VOLLEYBALL
Senior setter Melanie
Stutsman (14)
celebrates
with her team
after scoring a
point during
her team's
game against
Arkansas-Little
Rock. The Lady
Toppers won
the match 3-0.
IAN MAULE/
HERALD

Lady Toppers clinch top
seed in SBC Tournament
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers won
more than just two matches this weekend — WKU
clinched the Sun Belt Conference regular season title
and the No. 1 overall seed in
the conference tournament
later this month.
The team swept LouisianaLafayette (18-12, 8-8 Sun Belt

Conference) and ArkansasLittle Rock (20-8, 12-4 SBC)
to extend its winning streak
to eight matches. WKU hasn’t
dropped a set in that time.
With the win over the Ragin’
Cajuns Friday night, WKU
(24-5, 14-1 SBC) avenged its
lone Sun Belt loss this season, a five-set defeat on Oct.
13 in Louisiana.
“We
really
controlled
SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE 9

